-ACT
of 15th February, 1962
on Polish Citizenship

(cf. the Journal of Laws, no. 10, item 49)

CHAPTER 1
Po;ish Citizens
Article 1
Oon the day of this Act coming into force, Polish citizens
shall be persons who hold Polish citizenship on the basis of the

previous provisions.

Article 2
In accordance with Polish law, a Polish citizen cannot at

the same time be recognised as a citizen of another State.

Article 3
1. Solemnisation of marriage by a Polish citizen ﬁith a
non-Polish citizen shall not bring about any change in the
citizenship of the spouses.
2. The change of citizenship held by one of the spouses

shall not result in a change of citizenship of the other spouse.



CHAPTER 2

Acquisition of Polish Citizenship

Article 4
A child shall acquire Polish citizenship by birth when:
1) both parents are Polish citizens or
2) one of the parents is a Polish citizen and the other one
remains unknown or his/her citizenship is undefingd or if he/she

holds no citizenship.

‘Article 5
A child born or found in Poland shall acquire Polish
citizenship when both parents are unknown or their citizenship

remains unknown or they hold no citizenship.

Article 6

1. A child of parents, one of whom is a Polish citizen aﬁd
the other one a citizen of another State, shall acquifé Polish
citizenship by birth. However, the parents on behalf of ﬁhe child
may in a declaration made jointly before the competent authority
within three months after the day of birth of the child
opt for citizenship of the foreign State of which one of the
parents is a citizen if under the law of that State the child
acquires its citizenship. )

2. 'In the absence of agreement between the parents, each of

them may within three months after the day of birth of the child

apply for a decision to a court of law.



3. A child who has acquired foreign citizenship subject to
para. 1 or 2 above shall acquire Polish citizenship if having
attained the age of 16 years and before the end of six mohthé
from the date of coming of age, he/she makes a relevant
declaration before the competent authority and that authority

makes a decision accepting the declaration.

Arﬁicle 7

1. Changes in ascertaining the identity or the citizenship
of one or both of the parents shall be takeﬁ into account inl
defining the citizenship of a child, if they take effect before
the end of one year from the day of birth of the child. The
three-month period referred to in Article 6 para. 1 and 2 shall
be reckoned from the day on which the change was detérmined.

2. Changes in ascertaining the identity of the father,
following from a court decree issued as a result of the claim to
deny the affiliation status of the father 6r to pullify the
fathering of a child, shall be taken into account in estéblishing
the citizenship of the child unless the child has come of age.
If the child has attained the age of i6 years, any change of

citizenship may take effect only by his/her consent.

Article 8
1. A foreigner may upon his/her own reguest be granted
Polish citizenship if he/she has resided in Poland for at least

five years.



2. In particularly Jjustified cases, a foreigner may upon
his/her own request be granted Polish citi%enship even if ﬁe/she
fails to meet the conditions laid down in para. 1 above.

3. The granting of Polish citizenship may be subject to
submitting proof having lost of or been released from foreign
citizenship.

4. The granting of Polish citizenship to bdﬁh parents shall
extend to children remaining under their parental authority.

5. The granting of Polish citizenship to one parent only
shall extend to his/her children if

1) they remain ﬁnder his/her exclusive parental authority,

2) the other parent is a Polish citizen or

3) the other parent has exprgssed consent before the

competent authority for the child to acquire Polish
" citizenship. |

6. Polish citizenship may be granted to children remaining
in care only by consent of the guardian, given in a relevapt
declaration before the competent. authority after anl earlier
fulfillment of the requirements of foreigh law having
jurisdiction. |

7. The granting of or the extension of granting Polish
citizenship to children who have attained the ége of 16 years

shall take effect only by their consent.

Article ¢
1. A person of unspecified citizenship or holding no
citizenship may be recognised as a' Polish citizen if that person

has resided in Poland for at least five years.



2. Recognition as a Polish citizen shall take effect upon
the request of the person concerned.

3. Recognition as a Polish citizen shall extend to the
children of the recognised person if they reside in Poland.

4. The provisions of Article 8 para. 4 to 7 shall apply

respectively.

Article 10

1. A foreign woman who is married to a Polish citizen shall
acquire Polish citizepship if in the course of three months after
the day of solemnisation of her marriage she makes é relevant
declaration before the compétent authority and that authority
issues a decision accepting the declaration.

2. Acceptance of the declaration may be subject to submitt-
ing proof of having lost or been released from foreign citizen-

ship.

Article 11
1. A woman who has lost Polish citizenship by.acquiring
foreign citizenship as a result of her marriage to a foreignef
or in connection with the solemnisation of this marriage shall
resume her Polish citizenship if after the termination of ;his
marriage or its annulment she makes a relevant declaration before

the competent authority and that authority issues a decision

accepting the declaration.



2. Acceptance of the declaration may be subject to
submitting proof of having lost or been released from foreign

citizenship.

Article 12

1. Persons arriving in Poland as repatriates shall acquire
Polish citizenship by virtue of law.

2. In the understanding of this Act, a repatriated person
shall be a foreigner of Poliéh nationality of descent who has
arrived in Poland to settlé permanently after having obtained
permission to do so from the Polish competent'aﬁthority.

3. By means of repatriation Polish citizenship shall be
acquired also by the repatriated persons’ children remaining
under their parental authority. However, in the event of only one
parent’s being a repatriated person, a child shall acquire Polish
citizenship only by consent of the other parént expressed in a
relevant declaration made before the Polish competent authority.

| 4. Children remaining in care shall acquiré Polish
citizenshiﬁ by repatriation if they have effected it by consent
of the guardian, given in a relevant declaration made before the
Polish competent authority.

5. Acquisition of Polish citizenship under para. 3 and 4 by
a child who has attained the age of 16 years may take effect only
by his/her consent. —

6. A person who has lost Polish citizenship acquired by

repatriation cannot resume it under the same procedure.



.CHAPTER 3
Loss of Polish Ngtionality
Article 13

1. Subject.to the exceptions provided for in this Act, a
Polish citizen may acquire foreign citizenship only by permission
from the Polish competent authority to change citizenship. Acqui-
sition of foreign citizenship shall bring about the loss of
Polish citizenship. |

2. Permission to change citizenship granted to the parents
shall extend to children remaining under their parental
authority.

3. Permission to change citizenship granted to one of the
parents shall extend to children remaining under his/her parental
authority, when one of the parents is not entitled to parental
authority or when that other parent is not a Polish citizen or
vhile being a Polish citizen gives consent before the competent
authority to change the citizenship of the children.

4. Where the other parent being a Polish citizen makes an
objection to the change of citizenship of the children or where
the parents’ agreement meets obstacles difficult to overéome,
each of the parents may turn to the court for a decision. .

5. Permission to éhange citizenship shall extend to children

who have attained the age of 16 years only by their consent.






